Basically | don’t but actually | do. — press review www.jochenroller.de

Hamburger Abendblatt, 05.03.09

“Through changing their yellow and brown clothes - the colours of the Nazi uniform and the
Yellow star - the German Roller and the Israeli Magal change their respective roles as
grandchildren of victims and perpetrators. By using the physical presence of the body as a
symbolic and iconic sign, the duo succeeds in approaching the precarious subject of the
performance in a convincing way that transforms the white square on stage for an entire
hour into a temporary location of nightmarish commemoration.”

Hamburger Morgenpost, 06.03.09

“The German shows up in Nazi brown, the Jewish wears the yellow of the Yellow star. Are
these ridiculous clichés? Unfortunately not. Even 70 years after the Holocaust, the German-
Jewish relationship is burdened, as shows an impressing dance performance at Kampnagel:
“Basically | don’t but actually | do.” The stranger the title, the clearer the piece. (...) Is art
allowed to do this? It should do so. Even if the outcome is not really theatre but rather a
memorial created by bodies. Overwhelming applause!”

Die Welt, 06.03.09

“A synchronized dance triggers rhythmically the machinery of systematic extinction. In the
choreography of Jochen Roller this also becomes an intellectual dispute between word and
movement, between sign and meaning. Only that this time he renounces the use of irony.
Rather he relies on Saar Magal who manages, even in a gleaming yellow dress and with
blonde hair, to show her dark sides. (...) It is the daily experience of the present that
repeatedly wakes up the horror of the past without prior notice. And at the same time the
subject never appears to be morally enforced. ”

Kieler Nachrichten, 06.03.09

“The German-lsraeli body installation “Basically | don’t but actually | do.” transforms the
stage of the Kampnagel theatre in Hamburg into a choreographed memorial, a place which
remembers the horror of the Holocaust. The two dance artists manage to trigger
associations and memories for the Holocaust. They do this is a distanced, reduced and
emblematic form, by the careful and precise use of text and sound and by creating body
tableaux that quote old photographies. (...) No word is too much, no gesture is redundant,
no sound too intrusive. Everything fits together and achieves its impact. This process being
an extremely risky attempt to approach the horrible, too often suppressed truth, to which
the two performers expose themselves with their skin and hair. ”

Hamburger Abendblatt, 07.03.09

“‘Great!” would be the wrong word for this performance. This is uncomforting body theatre
that refrains from preaching or moralizing: The German-Israeli performance project “Basically
| don’t but actually | do.” by Jochen Roller and Saar Magal at Kampnagel Hamburg. The two
artists manage to grasp the delicate subject in an intelligent, untheatrical and scarily dense
manner.”

taz hamburg, 10.03.09

“The performance “Basically | don’t but actually | do.” is the perfect approach to dance
theatre for an unexperienced audience. In a very skilled matter it manages to change
between narrative comprehensibility and semantic surplus value. As touching the story is,
(...) as sober and precise is the choreography. Full of creative ideas, this piece is made of
minimal images. It is incredibly honest but also shows traces of grotesque. This all
happening with an incredible soundtrack. The performance rustles, rattles, pitches and
drones. As audience you hardly dare to breathe.”
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